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Course Structure - Pearson BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Performing Arts. There are three mandatory units, one 

internally and two externally assessed. Learners must also complete (at least) 1 optional unit.

BTEC Performing Arts offers an ‘industry focused’ specialist qualification. The course focuses on developing performance skil ls in 
acting and movement alongside working with a live audience. The course is heavily assessed through practical assignments, 
including workshops, rehearsals and performances. There is no formal examination in the course specification; rather students' 
work is complemented by the compilation of portfolios of evidence to support criteria achieved. Students will also have the 
opportunity to attend theatre visits to witness and take inspiration from professional performance artists to form the basis of their 
own practice. There will be an opportunity for students to showcase their performances to family during a showcase event. 

What does the course involve?

Further Study/Employment Prospects Entry Requirements

Degrees in the performance arts and theatre studies, acting, creative arts and 

media courses which require good communication skills.

Employment, which requires good communication, interpersonal skills and an 

ability to work with other people.  From law, medicine and teaching to 

management, finance and law enforcement.

Red brick universities accept BTEC qualifications and appreciate BTEC courses 

enhance student’s interpersonal, teamwork and presentational skills and 

prepares them for a wide range of academic and employment routes.

• GCSE Drama (grades 9-4)  is essential.

• GCSE English and Maths (grades 9-4) 

is essential.

• An interest in performance and the 

ability to work effectively in a group. 

• The ability to meet academic deadlines, 

and commit to rehearsal and 

performance schedules.


