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The great man
down, you mark his
favourite flies;

The poor advanced
makes friends of
enemies.

effect

‘sound’. How does the poem sound to you? Why? Highlight and make annotations and notes about it. ”

Step 5: Language features

How to answer the twounseen poetry questions

Identical thymes

This is basically the
same thing as
repetition but
using the same
word to rhyme
itself.

Keylanguage
features

Remember to revise key language

features when gettingready foryour

unseen poetry questions. You'llneed

good knowledge of many features.
f

You know how your English teachers goes on about similes, metaphors, onomatopoeia and all those techniques that are really quite troublesome to spell? Well, you need
to know them for the unseen poetry questions! However, it's no good simply finding them (us teachers call this ‘technique spotting’ in the trade, don’t you know), you've
got to explore how they affect the poem, how they getacross meaning to the reader and how they emphasise or accentuate ideas.

You might have done PEED, PEA, PETA, PETAZ, PETAZL or acronym for analytical but the most important thingis you show you understand how a
writer has put a text to together and how the different elements they’ve used help us to understand a poem.

the texts you havestudied for your
EnglishLiterature papers, as well as
for theunseen poetry questions.

Step6: Structureand Form

Imagery
Metaphor
Simile.
Onom;
Repeti
Adjecti
Verbs
Adverbs

Powerful nouns

Aliteration

Rhetorical questions
Oxymorons

Personification

Hyperbole

Syntacticparallelism (Go on,
impress your friendsand family)

We've saved the best to last! Structure. Every student loves structure, right? Well, it is crucial to how we understand a poem. Every poet thinks very, very carefully about
the order of their ideas — how they start, finish and link ideas in a poem. You want to ‘hook’ a reader in to a poem and you want to hammer home your central ideas to the
reader at the very end. Think about how many stanzas (verses) a poem has and why. Does each stanza address a different topic or perspective? Are some stanzas longer
than others? Why might the writer want shorter or longer stanzas? Are some more descriptive than others? Do some sum up key ideas carefully and succinctly? Try to put
yourselfin the place of the writer and think about why you would put together a poem like that. A poem is never randomly shoved together, it is carefully organized for a
particular effect. It’s your job to interpret what you think those effects are and how the writer achieves them.

By this point your poem should now be covered In labels, notes, colours, pictures, symbols, etc. Now you're n the right fram e of mind to write out your answer to the
exam question. Remember to check the question again and again so you stay focused on topic.

As mentioned before, that's the kind of question you'll getfor the.
firstunseen poetrytas|

Nowyour teacher hasprobably shownyou a specificway of

1. Clearideaswrittenina
formal manner

2. Regularuse of quotes.
tosupport ideas

3. Techniquesar

iysed

each paragraph ifyoureunsure:

Inpoemile] hepocshows hspaker o
about Oneparticuarly goodexampletoilitrtethis
Is . bocause Thewriteruss[techiaue] when hewr e

i
e word oL avphes e emateign s osesthe
reader... However, the writeralsousesa variety ofother
techniques to present.

Forinstance,

4. Discuss how this poem
affects you and why.

oGb

Adding connectives, to
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Moreover
Furthermore
In addition
Additionally
Similarly.
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