
Year 8 Poetry: Pow
erful voices in Poetry

Figurative Language
 uses figures of speech to go beyond the 

literal meaning of words

Mood
The emotional atmosphere or feeling 

that a literary work evokes in the reader.

Setting
The time, place, and social environment 

in which a story or event takes place.

Cultural
Relating to the ideas, customs, and 

social behavior of a society.

Autobiographical 
Relating to the story of a person's 

life, written by that person.

Historical 
Relating to or based on events from 

the past.

Dictatorship
A government where one person or 

a small group holds absolute power, 

often through force.

Oppression
The prolonged cruel or unjust 

treatment or control over a group of 

people.

Semantic Field
a group of words that share 

related meanings or concepts.

Voice
The unique way a poet expresses their thoughts, 

experiences and beliefs. 
Types of voice:

● Personal voice

● Cultural voice

● Protest voice

● Political Voice

● Spoken Voice

Historical context: Events and ideas from the past that 

influence a text. 

Social Context: How people live, interact and are treated in 

society.

Cultural Context: The traditions, beliefs, values and 

experiences of a group of people.

Tone
The attitude or feeling created by the writer

- Hopeful

- Angry

- Reflective

- Passionate

- Defiant

- Celebratory

- Inspirational



      Annotate a poem

Step 1: Are there any words with specific connotations? 
Step 2: What can you deduce or infer from certain words or phrases?

Step 3: How do these words create an effect? 

P - In ‘poem’, ‘poet’s surname’  presents the theme of ______ to _____
E - The quote ‘________’
E - suggests _________

A - The (SST) _______ has connotations of _______ 
L - Perhaps ‘poet’s surname’ intentions here were to ______ 

C- Contextually, poet’s surname... 

P - In ‘Checking Out Me History’, Agard presents the theme 

of discovering your true identity through learning real, often 

hidden, history.

E - The quote ‘Dem tell me wha dem want to tell me / bout 

de man who discover America / but dem never tell me bout 

Nanny de Maroon’

E - suggests that a biased education deliberately leaves out 

important figures and stories from Black history, making it 

hard for people to understand their full heritage.

A - The repetition of "Dem tell me" highlights the feeling of 

being controlled and force-fed a limited view of history, 

showing it was imposed, not truly taught.

L - Perhaps Agard’s intentions here were to encourage 

young people to question what they're taught and actively 

seek out the full, diverse history that shapes them.

C - Contextually, Agard grew up with a colonial education 

that ignored Black history. His use of Caribbean slang in the 

poem is also a powerful way of claiming his own voice and 

cultural identity against the dominant culture.

Success Criteria:

• A clear topic sentence using keywords 
from the question.

• Embedded evidence.
• Explore your evidence in detail

• Analysis of your evidence by zooming in 
on ONE word.

• Include a technique and the intentions of 
the poet.

• Include CONTEXT to prove it!


